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Study: The Joseph Story 
Text: Genesis 50:15–26 The End of the Beginning of the Story, Part 2: The 
Death and Burial of Joseph1 
 
In these verses from Genesis 50 we finally come to the end of the story and bid farewell to 
Joseph. We learn a little more about Joseph and his perspective on his life and that of his 
brothers, but even more importantly we learn about God and his great story.  
 
I.  Joseph Reassures His Brothers (50:15–21) 

 
A. Pleas for Forgiveness (50:15–18) 

 
1. The context of this episode is found at the beginning of 50:15. What is now the 
situation that will prompt the brothers’ discussion among themselves? 

 
a. As the brothers talk to one another, they mention two actions/verbs that they 
fear Joseph may undertake against them (v. 15b). What are they? 
 
 
b. In addition to what Joseph might do, the brothers also express concern for why 
he might do it (v. 15b). What is that? 
 

 
2. In 50:16 we see the brothers beginning to take action to avert this potential danger 
to themselves. 
 

a. What do they do at the beginning of v. 16? Why do you think they avoid a 
face-to-face encounter at this point? 
 
 
b. In the second half of v. 16, the brothers introduce their message with language 
that seems designed to capture Joseph’s assent. 
 

(1) First, they indicate that what they are saying originates with whom? 
Which pronoun is used with this title? Why do you think they choose this 
pronoun? 
 
 

                                              
1 The outline of the passage we are following basically follows the outline provided in K. A. Mathews, Genesis 
11:27–50:26, vol. 1B, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005), 
82. 
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(2) Secondly, they characterize the nature of Jacob’s instruction as a what? 
 
(3) Finally, when do they indicate that Joseph’s father has issued this 
command? 

 
 

3. In 50:17 we get to the meat of what the brothers want Joseph to do.  
 
a. The first part of v. 17 reports Jacob’s words as conveyed through the brothers. 

 
(1) Three morally significant terms are used to describe the brothers’ past 
actions toward Joseph; what are they? 
 
 
(2) What one word is used (in the imperative mood) for what Jacob tells 
Joseph to do with those three actions? 

 
b. The middle portion of v. 17 now presents the brothers’ own words to Joseph in 
light of the father’s directive. 
 

(1) What little word indicates the logical relationship between the father’s 
command and the brothers’ request? 
 
(2) What do they ask Joseph to forgive? 
 
(3) Notice how the brothers describe themselves in relation to their 
transgression:  
 

(a) What status/role do they attribute to themselves? 
 
(b) Whose servants/slaves are they? 
 
(c) Whose God? 
 
(d) Whose father? 
 
(e) What do you think is the purpose of this type of self-description? 

 
c. In the final part of v. 17, we see Joseph’s initial reaction to their words. What 
do their words cause Joseph to do? 

 
4. In 50:18 the brothers finally make an appearance before Joseph.  
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a. What two physical movements do the brothers engage in? 
 
b. This will be the last time we see the brothers in this physical posture, but it is 
certainly not the only time we have seen it. Review the prior occurrences: 
 

Gen 37:7, 9 
 
Gen 42:6 
 
Gen 43:26, 28 
 
Gen 44:14 

 
c. Along with their prostration before Joseph, what do the brothers proclaim 
themselves to be for Joseph?  
 

(1) What do you think they intend by this? 
 
(2) Reflect on the story of the prodigal son in Luke 15. Although the point of 
Jesus’ parable is different, there are still some similarities between these stories.  
 

(a) When the son finally comes to his senses, what does he resolve to ask of 
the father? Why? (See Luke 15:18-19) 
 
(b) Does the father accept his request? What does he do? (Luke 15: 21-24) 

 
 
(3) Does Joseph accept the brothers’ request? 
 
(4) Mathews insightfully comments on how the dreams of Joseph relate to the 
refusal of Joseph to make the brothers his slaves/servants:  

Joseph’s dreams do not show the outcome of the brothers’ submission, 
preserving the tension until this moment when Joseph fully and finally 
resists their offer of servitude. The dreams therefore depict the superiority 
of Joseph as the lord over the brothers, but not a picture of slaves. The 
people of Egypt had become enslaved to Joseph, but not his father and 
brothers. He refused to take advantage of their vulnerability. Mosaic 
legislation prohibited exploitation of one’s fellow Hebrew by enslaving 
them (Exod 21:16; Lev 25:39–43; Deut 24:7). Joseph shows himself again 
to be an upright man who exhibits the features of a loyal covenant-keeper 
(Mathews, Genesis 11:27–50:26, 921). 
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B. Promise of Provision (50:19–21) 
 
In these verses we read of Joseph’s perhaps surprising response to the brothers. After all, 
the dreams from Genesis 37 seem to indicate that Joseph’s brothers will have a role of 
servitude toward Joseph, but he refuses this interpretation of the dreams! 
 

1. In vv. 19 and 21, Joseph recognizes that one dominant emotion is driving the 
brothers’ requests and actions.  

 
a. What is that emotion?  
 
b. What does Joseph tell them to do with that emotion? 
 

2. Joseph not only commands his brothers not to fear; he gives them reasons not to. 
 

a. Acc. to v. 19, Joseph provides the first reason they should not fear. It comes in 
the form of a rhetorical question. 
 

(1) What is the question? 
 
(2) What is the assumed answer to this question? 
 
(3) What role does God have that Joseph refuses to take to himself in this 
situation? (Look up the following passages) 
 

Deut 32:35, 43 
 
Rom 12:19 
 
Heb 10:30 

 
 
b. Joseph provides the second reason they should not fear in v. 20; it has to do 
with God’s purposes/intentions. 
 

(1) What does Joseph acknowledge to be the brothers’ intentions for him? 
 
(2) What does Joseph acknowledge to be Yahweh’s intentions for him 
through the brother’s evil? 
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(3) What, according to Joseph, have those “good” intentions of God resulted 
in? 
 
(4) If Joseph were to seek vengeance upon his brothers, then what would he 
be working against? 

 
 
c. Joseph provides the third and final reason they should not fear in v. 21; it has to 
do with Joseph’s intentions. 
 

(1) What does Joseph promise he will do for the brothers? For who else? 
 
 
(2) In the last part of v. 21, Joseph’s words end and the narrator’s words begin. 
What two actions are used to summarize how Joseph reacts to the brothers’ 
requests? 
 
 
(3) There is some irony in the way that Joseph’s speech is characterized, 
compared to the way that the brothers’ speech is characterized in Gen 37:4. 
What kind of speech is the only kind that Joseph’s brothers could offer him in 
the past? What kind of speech is the only kind that Joseph can offer his 
brothers now?  
 
 
(4) What would you have to learn about yourself and God in order to be able 
respond with grace towards those who’ve harmed you in the past and are 
seeking your forgiveness? 
 
 
(5) Ken Mathews reminds us of some wise words from church history in 
relation to Joseph’s response to the brothers: 

The eminent fourth-century Christian poet, Ephrem the Syrian, 
commented on Joseph’s forgiveness of his brothers and his acceptance of 
God’s will for his life (50:20). “Joseph wept and said, ‘Do not be afraid of 
me, for although your father has died, the God of your father, on account 
of whom I will never strike you, is still alive” (see comments on Gen 44:2). 
Ephrem’s imagination captured the import of Joseph’s answer to his 
troubled brothers. Joseph’s forgiveness arose from his commitment to God 
(Mathews, Genesis 11:27–50:26, 921). 

 
II. Joseph Instructs His Brothers (50:22–26) 
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A.  Joseph’s Old Age (50:22–23) 

 
1. These two verses are intended to present the longevity of Joseph’s life.  

 
a. Where do Joseph and his brothers live out the rest of their days (v. 22)? 
 
b. At what age does Joseph finally die? 

 
2. Which generation of which children does Joseph get to see (v. 23)?  

 
 
B. Joseph’s Last Words (50:24–25) 
 

1. Whom does Joseph address one final time, acc. to v. 24? 
 
a. Joseph’s speech in v. 24 announces several things that will certainly happen. 
What is the first thing (namely, what will happen to Joseph)? 
 
b. The second thing that will happen (acc. to v. 24) is also repeated in v. 25; what 
verb is used to describe what God will do? 
 

(1) While the expression that “God visited” someone may involve visiting 
with punishment, it also occurs in contexts that involve doing someone good, 
often in the context of keeping promises. In the following passages, whom 
does God visit, and what does that visiting amount to? 
 

Gen 21:1 
 
Exod 4:31 
 
Ruth 1:6 
 
1 Sam 2:21 
 
Jer 29:10 

 
 

c. The third thing that will certainly come to pass is mentioned at the end of v. 24. In 
the context of this passage (Gen 50:24), what does God’s visiting the Israelites 
ultimately amount to? 
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2. Because Joseph is so certain about God’s fulfilling his promises, what does he make the 
sons of Israel swear to do with his bones in v. 25?  
 
 
3. Do the Israelites make good on this oath? Look up and read together the following 
passages: 
 

Exod 13:19 
 
Josh 24:32 

 
 
4. The final summary statement surrounding Joseph’s death is found in 50:26. 
 

a. Once again, how old is Joseph when he dies? 
 
b. What happens to his body upon his death? Where is his body deposited for the 
time being? 

 
 
Final Discussion Questions (if time permits):  

1. What unexpected surprises did you meet in your study of the Joseph narrative? 
2. What are one or two of the important things you’ve learned in this study that you 
want to carry with you going forward? 
3. How has your view of God been enlarged through the study of the Joseph narrative? 
(These may overlap with Q. 2.) 


