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Study: The Joseph Story 
Text: Genesis 48:13–22 Jacob’s Blessings, Part 2: Jacob Blesses Joseph’s Sons 1 
 
(continued from “Jacob’s Blessings, Part 1”) 
 
I. Jacob Blesses Ephraim over Manasseh (48:13–20) 

 
A. The Blessing (48:13–16) 
 

1. Following the adoption, Jacob has another important matter to attend to. 
 

a. How are Jacob and Joseph positioned relative to each other in 48:13?  
 

b. Which son occupies the left-hand position of Joseph? Which side of Jacob 
would this be? 

 
c. Which son occupies the right hand position of Joseph? Which side of Jacob 
would this be? 
 
d. Why would Joseph position them in exactly this way? What is the birth order 
of the two boys, and how might they shed ligth on Joseph’s intentions? 
 

2. What does Jacob do with his two hands in 48:14?  
 

a. Why do you think might be the important of placing one’s right hand on 
someone for blessing?2 
 
 

                                              
1 The outline of the passage we are following basically follows the outline provided in K. A. Mathews, Genesis 
11:27–50:26, vol. 1B, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005), 
82. 
2 Here are a few resources to consider: Joel Drinkard in Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary, “Right, Right Hand”: 
“Furthermore, the right hand was the hand of special blessing. When Jacob was about to bless his 
grandchildren, Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph placed the older Manasseh at his grandfather’s 
right hand. Jacob crossed his hands to place the right hand on Ephraim. When Joseph protested, Jacob 
continued anyway, giving the favored position and the better blessing to the younger Ephraim (Gen 48:13–
20).” Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, “Laying on of Hands”: “The greater power of the right hand may be 
seen in that Joseph asked his father to change hands. Israel refused because he knew Ephraim would become 
the greater tribe (Gn 48:19).” Sarna (Genesis, 327): “Joseph stations the lads before their grandfather in such a 
way as to ensure that Jacob’s right hand, the symbol of action and power, will naturally rest on Manasseh, the 
first-born. The high importance that this has for Joseph is conveyed by the precision of language, the repeated 
use of ‘right’ and ‘left’ seven times in combination (vv. 13f., 17)” (italics mine). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac01b?ref=Bible.Ge11.27-50.26&off=155991&ctx=ob+in+Canaan+(37%3a1)%0a%7EXII.+Jacob%E2%80%99s+Family%3a
https://ref.ly/logosres/nac01b?ref=Bible.Ge11.27-50.26&off=155991&ctx=ob+in+Canaan+(37%3a1)%0a%7EXII.+Jacob%E2%80%99s+Family%3a
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b. Even the text itself seems to draw attention to the fact that something unusual 
is happening. What does the narrator point out here in v. 14 that indicates the 
placement of the right hand is unusual? 
 

3. Gen 48:15-16 provides the content of Jacob’s speech on this momentous occasion. 
 

a. Who is the object of Jacob-Israel’s blessing acc. to 48:15?  
 

(1) In light of the people and positions mentioned in vv. 13-14, who would 
you have expected to be the object of his blessing in v. 15a?  
 
(2) How would you explain the writer’s description of Jacob blessing this one 
person?3 

 
b. The one whom Jacob-Israel invokes to provide the blessing is described here in 
three ways (48:15-16a). Let’s look at each one in turn. 

 
(1) Who is invoked beginning in v. 15? 
 

(a) Which two human figures are mentioned as part of the first description 
of God? 
 
(b) What does v. 15 say that these two have done with this God? 
 
(c) Throughout the book of Genesis, and elsewhere in the OT, the idea of 
walking in relation to God is an important theme. Consider the following 
passages; who walked with or before God? What results are mentioned (if 
any)? 
 

Gen 3:8 (Who is described as ‘walking’ here? What can you infer 
about the others involved?) 
 
 
Gen 5:22-24 

                                              
3 Joyce Baldwin suggests that when the text says “And he blessed Joseph,” it means that Jacob blessed “his sons, 
who are now the representatives of their father” (The Message of Genesis 12–50: From Abraham to Joseph, 
201). Likewise Nahum Sarna: “Mention of Joseph here is surprising since the blessing is wholly directed to the 
two grandsons. The Septuagint reads ‘he blessed them,’ and the Vulgate has ‘… the sons of Joseph.’ Traditional 
commentators explain that a father is the vicarious recipient of blessings bestowed on his children” (Genesis, 
328). Further, Mathews holds that “verses 16 and 20 make it clear that while directed also to Joseph, the 
blessing pertains solely to his sons (‘may [God] bless these boys,’ v. 16a; ‘he blessed them that day,’ v. 20). 
Mention of Joseph, too, is understandable since his lineal connection is cause for the blessing” (878). 
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Gen 6:9 
 
 
Gen 17:1-2 
 
 
Gen 24:40 (see v. 37 for context) 
 
 
1 Kgs 3:6 
 
 

(d) The NT is also concerned about the believer and his ‘walk’ in relation 
to God. What do you learn about the believer’s responsibility in these 
passages? 
 

Col 2:6-7 
 
 
1 Thes 2:12  
 
 
1 Thes 4:1 

 
 
(2) The God whom Jacob-Israel invokes for blessing Joseph and his sons is 
further described in the final part of v. 15.  
 

(a) What has God been to Jacob? 
 
 
(b) During what time-frame has God been this for Jacob? 
 
 
(c) What is it about Jacob and his sons’ occupation that makes it 
appropriate for him to use this metaphor for God?  
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(d) What is it about God’s actions toward Jacob throughout his life that 
makes this a fit metaphor for God? (Review Gen 28:15, 20-22; 31:3, 42; 
35:3.) 
 
 
(e) What are some examples in your own life when God has shepherded 
you when you needed him? Share something with your class if there is 
time. 

 
 
(3) The third and final way that Jacob describes this God who is the source of 
blessing is found in the beginning of 48:16. 
 

(a) What title or figure is used to describe this God? 
 
(b) What is he said to have done for Jacob? 
 
 
(c) Reference to God as the ‘angel’ seems very strange to us, and 
identifying exactly the circumstances to which he refers is not entirely 
clear. But we might consider a few places that could apply. 
 

i. Before departing from the land of Canaan to go and stay with Laban, 
what does Jacob see? (Gen 28:12) 
 
 
ii. After fleeing from Laban, before return to Canaan, on the cusp of 
meeting Esau (from whom he also has fled), what does Jacob 
encounter? (Gen 32:1-2) 
 
 
iii. The night before his meeting with Esau (32:22-32), what does 
Jacob encounter and wrestle with? (The text of Gen 32:24 describes 
him as what?) 
 

(i) What does Jacob ask of this one he wrestles with (32:26, 29)? 
 
 
(ii) What does Jacob conclude he has encountered at the end of this 
wrestling match (32: 30)? 
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(iii) Read Hos 12:3-5. How is the “man” of Gen 32:24 described by 
Hosea?  
 
 
(iv) So it would seem that the “man” is the “angel,” and the “angel” 
either represents or is a manifestation of God to Jacob, the who 
who delivers from harm and evil at the hands of Laban, Esau, and 
others. 

 
c. In the rest of Gen 48:16, we see what Jacob-Israel invokes upon the boys. 
 

(1) What does he first ask God himself to do to the boys? 
 
 
(2) Secondly, what does he want the boys to be able to do with his name? 
Who else’s names are mentioned? 
 
 
(3) Thirdly, what does he invoke God’s blessing for in relation to their 
physical dimensions? 
 

 
 

B. The Younger Son above the Older (48:17–20) 
 
 

1. We see in 48:17-18 Joseph’s response to Jacob. 
 

a. What is Joseph’s emotional response to seeing the placement of Jacob’s hands 
(17a)? 
 
b. What does Joseph attempt to do about it (17b)? 
 
c. What does Joseph say to try to convince Jacob that he should not do this (18)? 
 
 

2. How does Jacob’s response to Joseph in 48:19 indicate that he is aware of what he 
is doing? 
 

a. What does Jacob promise will happen to Manasseh? 
 
b. What does Jacob promise will happen to Ephraim? 
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c. Several items in this text remind us of Jacob and Esau. Read this passages and 
write down the similarities and differences: 
 

Gen 25:21-23 
 
 
Gen 27:22-29 

 
 
 

3. As a summary statement of blessing in v. 20, how will people in Israel use the 
names of the two boys when they have become numerous? 
 

 
II. Jacob Bequeaths Land to Joseph (48:21–22) 

 
A. Jacob tells Joseph before he dies that God will do two things (v. 21). What are they? 
 

1.  
 
2.  

 
B. What does Jacob bequeath to Joseph’s descendants (v.22)?  
 

1. This place is located in Canaan. What would have to happen in order for Joseph’s 
descendents to possess it? 
 
 
 
2 Hebrews 11:21 says this: 21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of 
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff.  
 

How is this episode of Jacob’s blessing an act of faith? 
  

 
 
Discussion: What do you learn about God from this passage? About man? 


