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English Gloss: 
 
1 Now, Jacob lived in the land of the sojourning of his father, in the land of Canaan.  
2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph (was) seventeen years old1, and he was 
pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy (youngster? attendant?) along with the 
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, the wives of his father. And Joseph brought a bad 
report about them to their father.  
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all of his sons, because he (Joseph) was the son of his 
old age. And he made a tunic of many colors (??) for him.  
4 But his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, and so they 
hated him and could not speak to him peaceably.  
5 Joseph had a dream, and he told (it) to his brothers, and so they hated him even more. 
6 He said to them, “Hear this dream that I dreamed.  
7 See here, we were binding sheaves in the field, and see, my sheaf arose and also stood. And 
see here, your sheaves surrounded (it) and bowed down to my sheaf.”  
8 Then his brothers said to him, “Will you really reign over us? Or will you really to rule 
over us?” So they hated him even more on account of his dreams and his words.  
9 Then he again dreamed another dream and recounted it to his brothers.  He said, “See 
here, I have again dreamed a dream. See, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing 
down to me.” 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1.  In 37:1, how are the three nouns in the phrase אִָב֑יו מְגוֵּר֣י בְֶּאֶ֖רץ  related to one another?  
Are these nouns definite or indefinite, and how do you know?  Finally, the lexical form of 
 Is this noun sing. or pl. in v.1?  Is it ever singular? What might be the .מָגֹור is מְגוֵּר֣י
semantic classification of the use of the plural form here, if it’s always plural? 
 
2.  At the end of 37:2, look at בָָּת֥ם  Which pronominal suffix is used here?  What is  .אֶת־דִּ
the pronoun’s genitive function (i.e., the semantic classification of the genitive use of the 
pronoun)?  Finally, is the particle אֶת the preposition (‘with’) or the definite direct object 
marker; what sorts of grammatical features in the clausal context help you determine this? 
 
3.  Both 37:3 and 37:4 contain embedded כִּי-clauses. Provide the semantic classification of 
those clauses; if they are different types of כִּי-clauses, explain what grammatically makes you 
analyze them differently. 
                                              
1 Or: Joseph, a 17-year old, was pasturing with his brothers among the flock. 



 
4.  Parse the form  ֹבְּר֥ו  in 37:4.  What is the unusual function of the pronominal suffix דַּ
here?  What is the semantic classification of the use of the inf. construct? 
 
5.  Parse the verbal forms in (8 ,37:5) וַיֹּוִס֥פוּ עֹ֖וד שְׂנֹ֥א and explain how the two forms work 
together. 
 
6.  Parse  ָ ֽשְׁתַּחֲוֶ֖ין  .from 37:9 ִמֽשְׁתַּחֲוִ֖ים  from 37:7 and וַתִּ
 
7.  In 37:8, the expression  ֹךְ֙הֲמָלֹ֤ךְ תִּמְל  occurs. Parse the two verbal forms; explain the 
function of the first form  ְהֲמָלֹ֤ך; explain the particle ֲה on the front of the first form. 
 
8.  In 37:8, the preposition עַל occurs 3x.  Explain the semantic classification of each use. 
 
 


