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Jonah 1:6-8 
Leader Handout: Gloss & Discussion Questions 
Dr. Marshall 
 
1:6 Then the roper-captain drew near to him, and he said to him, “Why are you sleeping? 
Arise, call to your god. Perhaps the god will take notice of us, and we won’t perish!” 

ֵּׁ֧ת      6 ִּתְַעש ֵּ ָּ֑ם ק֚וּם ְקָרַ֣א אֶל־אֱלֹהֵֶ֔יךָ אוּלַַ֞י י ְִּרדָּ ַ֣ נ ֹֹּּ֥אמֶר לֹ֖ו ַמה־לְָּך ַ֤ב ֵאלָיו֙ ַרַ֣ב ַהחֹבֵֵ֔ל וַי ִּּקְַר וַי
ֵֽד׃ ֹֹּ֥א נֹאֵב ִ֛ים ָל֖נוּ וְל  הָאֱלֹהִּ

 
a. Parse the following verbs:  ַ֤ב ִּּקְַר ָּ֑ם ,וַי ְִּרּדָ ֵּׁ֧ת ,קְָרַ֣א ,ק֚וּם ,נ ִּתְעַש ֵּ ֵֽ  and ,י דנֹאֵב .  What is the 
S(ubject) of each verb? 
 
b. In the noun phrase (NP) ַרַ֣ב ַהחֵֹבֵ֔ל, what is the semantic classification of the use of 
the singular form הַחֹבֵֵ֔ל?  What is the semantic classification of the use of the genitive 
  ?הַחֵֹבֵ֔ל
 
c. In the PP  ֱלֹהֵֶ֔יךָ אֶל־א , is the object of the prep. singular or plural?  Why do you think 
so?  What is the semantic classification of the use of the plural? 
 
d. What is the semantic classification of the use of def. art. on  ִ֛ים  ?הָאֱלֹהִּ

 
1:7 Each one said to his neighbor, come, let’s cast lots, that we may know on whose account 
this evil is ours. So they cast lots, and the lot fell to Jonah. 

ָּ֑נוּ וַ      7 ֹּ֖את ָל ֹּ֥ה הַז ִ֛י ָהָרָע ְַ֣דעֵָ֔ה בְּש ֶלְּמִּ ֵֹֽוָרלֵֹ֔ות וְנֵ ַ֣ילָה ג ּ֙ וְנַּפִּ ַ֣יש  אֶל־ֵרעֵֵ֗הוּ ְלכו ּ֙ וַיֹּאמְרַ֞וּ אִּ יַּּפִּ֙לו
ֵֽה׃ ִּּּפֹֹּ֥ל הַגֹּוָר֖ל ַעל־יֹונָ ֵֹּֽוָרלֵֹ֔ות וַי  ג

 
a. Consider the expression  ּ ַ֣יש  אֶל־ֵרֵעֵ֗הו  Which pronominal sfx is on the sing. noun . אִּ
 Look at Holladay under this lexical entry and look for the alternate pron. sfx. of the  ?ֵרעַ 
same person, gender, and number.  (Review Ross Lesson 14 if you need to review 
pronoun suffixes!) 
 
b. Parse the two verbs, ַ֣יָלה ּ֙ וְנַּפִּ  What is the function of the first impv verb when .לְכו
paired with another like the second one? 
 
c. The verbs ּ֙ ִּּּפֹֹּ֥ל and ,וַיַּּפִּ֙לו  are from the same root, but are in different stems.  Indicate וַי
the parsing of each, and explain how the semantics (meaning) of the verb change from 
one stem (Qal) to the other stem. 
 
d. The verb ְַ֣דעֵָ֔ה ַ֣  is in sequence with וְנֵ ּ֙ וְנַּפִּ ילָהלְכו .  It is not a wci form, but it is a 
prefix form with a simple waw.  When you have volitional forms, followed by prefix 
forms with simple waw, what is the semantic notion of the second verb?  (Review Ross 
Lesson 20 on volitional/volitive sequences if necessary.) 
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1:8 And they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil is ours. What is your 
occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are 
you?” 

ִּן תָּבֵֹ֔וא  8 ַ֣י ָּ֑נוּ ַמה־ּמְלַאְכתְּךָ֙ וֵּמַא ֹּ֖את ָל ֹּ֥ה הַז ִ֛ר לְמִּי־הָָרָע ַ֣א לֵָ֔נוּ בֲַּאש ֶ ָּ ִּּיָדה־נ וַיֹּאמְרַ֣וּ ֵאלֵָ֔יו הַג
ֵֽתָּה׃  ֹּ֥ה ַע֖ם ָא ֶּ ֵֽי־מִּז ַ֣ה ַאְרֶצֵ֔ךָ וְֵא  ָמ

 
a. Parse ִּּיָדה  ?What is the S of each verb .תָּבֵֹ֔וא and הַג
 
b. Read WO §18.4a-c,f for discussion of the interrogative particles ֵיא  and ִַַּ֫ןא י . In light 
of that discussion, how should one translate the expressions ִּן ַ֣י ֹּ֥ה and וּמֵַא ֶּ ֵֽי־מִּז  ?וְֵא
 
c. What 4 elements make up the expression ִַּ֛רב לְמִּי אֲש ֶ ? Compare and contrast this form 
with the form in v.7, ִ֛י ראֲש ֶ What’s the difference between .ּבְש ֶלְּמִּ  and ֶ ש? How should 
both of these expressions be rendered in English? 


