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STUDY THE ENEMIES 
“UNMASKING SIN” 

 
 In the Christian war, we will fight pitiless enemies.  Their attacks against our soul 
equate to spiritual terrorism.  We must always be on guard against them, for they are 
tireless.  There is never a time when they rest or cease from destructive planning.  They 
seem to function best in the shadows undetected.  They master the element of surprise 
and rely on tactics that would catch you off guard.   
 

“Sin is never less quiet, than when it seems to be most quiet, and its waters are for the 
most part deep when they are still.” - John Owen Sin and Temptation 

 
 These foes are experts in studying you.  They know you, your vulnerabilities, 
your weaknesses, your strengths, where your power comes from, and how to exploit you 
to your demise.  
 We are sometimes shocked when we find exactly how much the enemy knows 
about us.  In the case of the war on terror in America following the September 11, 2001 
strikes, we were alarmed at how intricately and well planned the attacks on America 
were.  We became more concerned when the troops found detailed schematics and 
blueprints of key US facilities and monuments, things that are not even available to the 
American public.  
 Know this, the enemies of your souls likely know more about you than you do 
about them or your own self.  Moreover some of them have years of experience in 
refining their attacks on men, and are well equipped.  If you are to win, you must prepare.  
You must study your foes, and fortify yourself against their plotting.  

Thankfully, the God who made you and saved you knows you best.  His power is 
greater than that of your foes; His Word provides a better strategy; His restraint keeps 
them from unleashing their full attacks; His grace is able to empower you to overcome; 
and His truth is able to remove the mask they hide behind so that you can win the war 
within.  The purpose of this particular study is to unmask the enemies of our souls and to 
identify their strategies so that we might be more prepared to fight them and defeat them.   

In part one, we will examine the greatest enemy we face, sin.  In part two we will 
address the means by which sin comes to us and in us – the flesh, the world, and the 
devil.   
 Sin is best unmasked when we study it for what it really is.  We must see it in all 
of its ugliness.  Specifically, we will uncover 11 attributes of sin, so that when we see sin 
for what it truly is, we can purge its poisonous influences from our heart and life.   
 

1. Sin is a Robber  

 

 Rom. 3:23 
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 Sin is a thief that robs God of glory.  It also steals a sinner’s ability to glorify God 
– which is the entire reason for his existence.  And as a result it robs him of all of the 
blessings that come from a right relationship with God.  What are some of those things? 
 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Sin is a robber that must be captured and incarcerated for the greatest heist ever 
committed.  But if it runs unchecked, it will imprison the heart of the sinner to a life of 
similar criminal larceny. Thus, because sin is a robber, God uncovers that it is therefore a 
lawbreaker.   

 

2. Sin is a Lawbreaker  

 

 1 John 3:4 

 

 James 2:10  

 

 God is holy and has a perfect standard.  Sin is falling short of that standard – the 
glory of God.  One sin is the same in God’s sight as having broken the entire Law.  
Moreover, because the Law of God is a reflection of His moral nature, any transgression 
against the Law is a transgression against God.   
 This plunges men into ruin.  When sin dominates a person, it overpowers them 
and implicates them before the holy God to whom all men will answer.  Because the sinner 
has now broken the Law of God, not only has he become a partner in crime with sin, He has 
opposed God, making him an object of wrath.  In order to break the Law of God sin must 
trespass on God’s ground, as an unwelcome and uninvited intruder.  
 

3. Sin is an Intruder  

 

 Gen. 1:31 

 

 Gen. 3 
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 Sin’s intrusion into our lives is an unwelcome one. It lurks in the shadows in 
ambush and waits for the right time to strike. As a predator, it is aggressive by nature, and it 
comes in stealth.  You do not have to look for sin to find it; it will come to you.  
 

4. Sin is a Predator  

 

 Gen. 3:1-7 

 

 Gen. 4:7  

 

 Prov. 7:6-13 

 

 Matt. 4:1-3 

 

 When sin comes, rather than openly declaring its intentions to attack and 
demolish, it comes enticing and flattering.  Sin offers promises to satisfy, and in part it 
delivers in a passing way (Heb. 11:24-25), but it always lies about something.  Usually it 
lies about the true identity of sin, character of God, the Word of God, and the 
consequences of sin.   
 

5. Sin is a Liar  

 

 Heb. 3:13 

 

 Jer. 2:9-13 

 

 Eph. 4:22 

 

 
“Sin is like the usurer who feeds a man with money and then makes him mortgage his 
land. Sin feeds the sinner with delightful objects and then makes him mortgage his soul. 
Judas pleased himself with thirty pieces of silver, but they proved deceitful riches. Ask 
him now how he likes his bargain.”  

- Thomas Watson Doctrine of Repentance 110  
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   13 Lies that Sin wants you to believe: 

a. “There is great pleasure in this sin.” 

b. “This is not a sin, though it looks like it.” 

c. “You had to sin, you had no other choice.” 

d. “Give in, just this once...” 

e. “How bad can it be?” 

f. “No one will see you...you won’t get caught.” 

g. “Other people sin like this and they are ok.” 

h. “God will forgive you...” 

i. “You can work on this later.” 

j. “You cannot resist, you are not strong enough.”  

k. “This is such a little sin.” 

l. “All of us are sinners and that’s just life...” 

m. “Just give into this temptation now, and get it off of your back, so that then you can 

get right with God.” 

 

6. Sin is a Polluter (of the image of God in man and the church)  

 God made the universe, and all that it contained and in Gen. 1:31 called it “very 
good” – something that could not be contaminated with sin, because God’s eyes “cannot look 
on iniquity with favor” (Hab. 1:13).  The entrance of sin into the universe stained it to the 
uttermost, so that in the end God will have to destroy it and recreate a new heavens and new 
earth.  This is because no matter how small the influence, sin is a polluter that defiles 
whatever it touches.  
 When Adam and Eve sinned, they allowed the pollution of sin to corrupt the 
human race to such a pervasive degree that every person born is “totally depraved” – the 
theological description of man that says every part of man is contaminated with sin.  Note 
what the following verses teach about the poisoning effects of sin on man.   
 
 

 Isa. 46:6 

 

 

Sin is not only a defection, but a pollution. It is to the soul as rust is to gold, as a stain to 
beauty. It makes the soul red with guilt, and black with filth.  

- Thomas Watson Body of Divinity 133  
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 1 John 5:17 

 

 2 Cor. 7:1 

 

 1 Cor. 5:6-7 

 

“Sin has turned beauty into deformity; as some faces by sickness are so disfigured, and 
look so ghastly, they can hardly be known: so the soul of man is by sin so sadly 
metamorphosed (having lost the image of God) that it can hardly be known.” 

- Thomas Watson Harmless as Doves 124-5  
 

 Because sin has so polluted man, and God cannot look on iniquity with favor, 
man has, by choosing sin, become separated from God and estranged himself from His 
Maker and His purpose for man.  Man no longer looks or functions like God intended, 
nor can he have a relationship with God, because a barrier exists that man has erected by 
his rebellion.  His barrier is a wall of hostility against God who is his enemy.   

 

7. Sin is a Separator 

 

 Isa. 59:2 

 

 Gen. 3:8-24 

 

 Rom. 5:10 

 

 Col. 1:19-22 

 

 Eph. 2:11-13 

 

 Eph. 4:17-18 

 

 When man became a renegade and chose to rebel against His Creator, and move 
out from underneath His lordship and authority, he thought that he was assuming control of 
himself as the mini-sovereign.  This lie of sin led him to another sad reality – he was not 
leaving the dominion and lordship of God to be free, but to be a slave of another - the 
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tyrannical taskmaster of sin.  He now abides under the slavish dictatorship and bondage of 
sin.   
 

8. Sin is a Dictator  

 

 Rom. 6:14-23 

 

 Gen. 4:7 

 

 Titus 3:3 

 

 The oppression of sin, under which all Christ-less men dwell, ensnares them more 
severely into its hold.  Consequently, sin hardens the sinner’s heart and conscience against 
God and righteousness all the more with each moment, as man daily becomes all the more 
hostile towards Him.   
 

9. Sin is a Hardener  

 

 Heb. 3:13 

 

 Psa. 78 

 

 This hardening of man against God is unrelenting, and continues until he reaches 
the end of God’s patience and kindness, ultimately destroying him.  Sin promised pleasure 
and more full life, but in the end leads to the ruin and demise of the sinner.   
 

10. Sin is a Destroyer 

 

 Deut. 28:20 

 

 2 Pet. 2:9-14   

 

 The destruction that comes to the sinner comes not from the sin itself, but from 
God.  It is God who has declared war on sin and all sinners, and promised on the day of 
man’s creation that if he sins by breaking the only law established at the time, “you will 
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surely die” (2:17).  That day, man died spiritually, then the physical decaying effects of sin 
kicked in and man began to die.  Consequently all men will die because all men are sinners 
(Rom. 3:23), and then enter into judgment (Heb. 9:27), where they will die eternally.  All of 
this because of sin.  Thus sin might be appropriately labeled a killer.   
 

11. Sin is a Killer 

 

 Rom. 6:23 

 

 Jas. 1:13-17 

 

 Ezek. 18:4 

 

 Rom. 5:12-21 

 

 Eph. 2:1 

 

The picture of sin is a black one.  It pierces the soul of men and plunges them 
headfirst into destruction, leaving everyone that it infects in utter ruin.  The good news of 
the Gospel is that Jesus Christ came to be man’s Savior from sin.  It was Christ who came 
to depose and destroy this enemy.   

 
1. Where sin robbed you of the ability to render glory to God, Christ died for 

your non-glorifying of God as your substitute (Rom. 5:6-8). 
2. Where sin urged you to break the Law of God, Christ perfectly fulfilled it for 

you, and exchanged His righteousness for your guilty unrighteousness on the 
cross (2 Cor. 5:21).  

3. Where sin intruded into our relationship with God, Christ invaded our sin-
cursed world to save sinners, interrupting sin’s encroachment in our lives 
(John 3:16).  

4. Where sin lurked as a predator to ambush our souls, Christ came and sought 
us when we were “strangers wandering from the fold of God; He to rescue us 
from sin bought us with His precious blood”1 (John 15:16).   

5. Where sin lied to seduce us away from God, Christ told us the truth that sets 
us free (John 8:32). 

6. Where sin polluted our entire nature, which once accurately reflected the 
image of God to His glory, Christ came and transformed us into new 

                                                           
1 From the great Charles Wesley hymn, And Can it Be. 
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creatures, and is renewing us into His image – the true image of God (Col. 
3:10).   

7. Where sin separated us from God, Christ made peace with God through the 
blood of His cross, having reconciled us to Himself (Col. 1:19-22).  

8. Where sin dictated our lives as slave master, Christ broke the yoke of slavery 
to sin, and made us slaves of righteousness, whereby we call Him now “Lord” 
(Rom. 6:14-22).  

9. Where sin hardened our heart against God and the truth, Christ penetrated that 
hardness, removed the heart of stone, and gave us a living and beating heart of 
flesh that overflows with love for Him (Ezek. 36:26).   

10. Where sin destroyed our lives and put us on a pathway to ultimate destruction, 
Christ came to give us life, and that we might have it abundantly (John 10:10). 

11. Where sin and its wages meant death for us, Christ gave us the free gift of 
God in eternal life (Rom. 6:23).  

 

Christian, as a result, sin is no longer your master but your enemy. Added to that, 
you have all that you need to live the Christian life and walk in victory, through Him who 
loved us.  If you are not a Christian and need Christ to be your Savior, turn from your life 
of sin in repentance and trust Christ and His work on the cross for you as your only 
possible means of eternal life and salvation.   

 

TRUTH INTO LIFE 

 How is it with your soul?  How deeply has sin penetrated your heart and life?  Are 
spiritual terrorists wreaking havoc so that you are losing your battle?  Take some time 
this week to inventory your Christian life, and trace the footsteps of this enemy.  Mark his 
trail and identify in your life those areas that are in need of the most help.   
 Before your own heart and the Lord, write down the top 5 major areas in your 
life that sin has its greatest grip (In other words, what are the top 5 sins that you 
struggle against?).  This week begin to identify the extent to which these sins dominate 
you, and begin to pray that God would begin to help you overcome.  If you cannot think 
of 5, your enemies have infiltrated you more deeply than you think.  You pray that God 
will be gracious to show you what He sees everyday (Psa. 139:23-24).   
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 


