
1 
 

New Testament Greek I&II (GREEK 4356 S / 4313 & 4323) 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Houston Park Place Campus 

Summer 2010 
 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 
Instructor:  Phillip S. Marshall, Ph.D. 
Office email: pmarshall@hbu.edu   Home email: psmarshall@gmail.com 
Office phone:  (281) 649-3135   Cell phone: (502) 724-2085 
Web Page Addresses: HBU http://www.hbu.edu/hbu/Phillip_Marshall.asp?SnID=497864236 
   Personal  http://biblicallanguages.wordpress.com 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE:  
 
GREEK 4356 New Testament Greek I and II  GREEK 4356 combines GREEK 4313 and 
GREEK 4323 into a single accelerated course. Six hours. Prerequisite: GREEK 3313-3323 or 
equivalent. Six hours.  Note: the two courses that are combined are described below: 
 
GREEK 4313 New Testament Greek I  Intermediate grammar with exegesis of the Greek 
New Testament. Prerequisite: GREEK 3313-3323 or equivalent. Three hours. 
GREEK 4323 New Testament Greek II Intermediate grammar with exegesis of the Greek 
New Testament. Prerequisite: GREEK 4313.  Three hours. 
 
The first 5-week session begins on May 11 and ends on June 11, 2010.  The second 5-week 
session begins on June 15, 2009 and ends on July 16, 2010.  The final examination 
times/dates will be announced at the end of each session. This class meets on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  
 
 
LEARNING RESOURCES 
 

Course Text(s): 
 

Bateman IV, Herbert W. A Workbook for Intermediate Greek: Grammar, 
Exegesis, and Commentary on 1-3 John. Kregel: Grand Rapids, 2008. 
[Bateman] 

 
Culy, Martin M.  I, II, III John: A Handbook on the Greek Text. Waco: Baylor 

University Press, 2004. 
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Danker, Frederick William, ed. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago, 
2000. [BDAG] 

 
Decker, Rodney J. Koine Greek Reader. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2007.  [Decker] 
 
Grassmick, John D. Principles and Practices of Greek Exegesis: A Classroom 

Manuel. Dallas: Dallas Theological Seminary, 1974. [Grass] 
 
Novum Testamentum Graece (New Testament Greek), 27th Ed.  Aland, Barbara 

and Kurt, Johannes Karavidopoulos, Carlos M. Martini, and Bruce M. 
Metzger, eds. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1994.  [NA27] 

 
Wallace, Daniel B. and Grant G. Edwards. A Workbook for New Testament 

Syntax. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007.  [W-E] 
 
Wallace, Daniel B. Greek Grammar, Beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of 

the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.  [Wallace] 
 
Zerwick, Maximilian S. J. . Biblical Greek: Illustrated by Examples, English ed. 

Roma: Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico, 1994. 
 
 
Supplementary Text(s): 
 

Greek Tutor CD (PC only) by Parsons Technology. 
 
Long, Gary A. Grammatical Concepts 101 for Biblical Greek.  Peabody, MA: 
Hendrickson, 2006. [Long] 

 
 
Other Reference Materials (optional this semester): 
 

Blass, F. and A. DeBrunner. A Greek Grammar of the New Testament and Other 
Early Christian Literature. Translated by Robert W. Funk. Chicago: 
University of Chicago, 1961. 

 
Zerwick, Maximilian and Mary Grosvenor. A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek 

New Testament.  5th ed. Rome: Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico, 1996. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
Overview/ purpose of the course 

 
The instructor will guide students toward achieving a basic grasp of the Koine (or 
Hellenistic) Greek language.  Students will be encouraged to continue their study of 
Greek through course work at SWBTS and on their own in the future. 
 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will have demonstrated, through class work 
and written examinations, the ability to: 

1. Better read 1 John based on its grammar, syntax, and semantics. 
2. Recognize and discuss the linguistic, literary, historical, and theological contexts of 
1 John. 
3. Discuss the different types of literature, historical data, and theological expression 
found in the 1 John. 
4. Discuss selected current issues in Greek grammar, syntax, and semantics studies. 
5. Conduct sound exegesis of NT Greek texts. 

 
 
 

TOPICAL OUTLINE  (this will be made available on first day of class) 
 
 
TEACHING STRATEGIES 

 
Language acquisition requires the accumulation of various vocabulary, grammar, and 
syntax skills.  To assist the student in these tasks, the professor (and sometimes students!) 
will present aspects of Biblical Greek grammar and syntax during class, and students will 
practice these skills in class.  The professor will also assign homework on a regular basis 
to be done outside of class, and to be presented and discussed by class members.  In 
addition, the professor will assign vocabulary regularly to be utilized in translation.  
Regular quizzes will facilitate the acquisition of new vocabulary words and grammatical 
concepts.  Finally, in order to attain competence in reading Greek texts syntactically, 
students will engage in an inductive “lab journey” through passages in the Johannine 
letters to practice making decisions about syntactic analysis and semantic classification. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
 

Course requirements 
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1. Students will take three major exams this summer (2 midterms, 1 final) in which 
they will demonstrate their knowledge of grammar and syntax and their ability to 
translate Greek phrases and sentences.  The dates for these examinations will be given 
on the Topical Outline. 
 
2. In addition to these major exams, students will demonstrate their knowledge of 
Biblical Greek vocabulary, grammar, and syntax during regular class participation 
and quizzes.  To determine the final grade, the instructor will drop the lowest class 
participation grade and quiz grade.  These opportunities are designed to keep 
students involved in a regular program of study.  (You cannot acquire a second 
language by “cramming” at the last minute; regular, systematic study is required!) 
 
3.  For each section of the Letters of John that we prepare for our classroom “lab,” 
one student will be assigned to lead the discussion. This student must submit a typed 
one-page (12 pt font, single spaced) summary of the assigned translation and reading 
for each class session that he/she is assigned to lead.  The translation/reading summary 
will be collected at the conclusion of each class period.  The summary of assigned 
translation/reading should be prepared as an outline for discussion of that meeting’s 
assigned translation/reading.  Students will be assigned the responsibility of 
presenting their translation/reading summary to the class on an assigned schedule.  
Summaries will make reference to line diagrams (by Leedy and Batemen). 
 
The students who are not leading are responsible to prepare for the passage to be 
discussed by doing the following:  [1] Read the text in Greek.  [2] Parse all forms 
using the Parsing Sheets provided in course handouts.  Bring these to class completed 
as the basis for our discussion of the passage.  [3] Complete the syntax and semantic 
classification questions for the passage in the Bateman workbook.  [4] Consult the 
line diagrams of both Leedy and Bateman as a means to understanding the syntax of 
the clauses. 
 
4. Students will complete over the course of the 10-week summer session Three 
Written Assignments in which they demonstrate a skill necessary to sound exegesis 
of the Greek NT.  The instructor will provide an orientation lecture related to the 
assignment before asking students to complete it themselves.  The due dates for the 
Assignments will be provided in the Topical Outline. 
 
5.  The final grade will be determined according to the following percentages: 

  a. Midterm Exams (Average of the Two) 20% 
  b. Final Exam     25% 
  c. Daily Participation    10% 
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  d. Quiz Average    15% 
  e. Three Written Assignments      30% 

 
6.  Students are encouraged to spend at least one hour per week practicing their 
Greek skills on a computer utilizing the Mounce textbook CD, Greek Tutor CD 
(and/or other software programs), and/or Internet resources such as teknia.com (see 
also hamoreh.org –> Resources –> Helpful Links –> Biblical Languages) 
 

Grading standards 
 
The grade scale for Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary is as follows:   
 

A+ (98-100%) B+ (88-89%) C+ (78-79%) D+ (68-69%) F (59%  and below)
A (93-97%) B (83-87%) C (73-77%) D (63-67%)   
A- (90-92%) B- (80-82%) C- (70-72%) D- (60-62%)   
 
 
FINAL DETAILS: 
 

Special Needs: Students with special needs (physical handicaps or learning disabilities) 
should communicate with the professor. Unless appropriate documentation is presented, 
it will be assumed that the student is able to function as stipulated by this syllabus.  
 
Late Work: No late work will be accepted. If circumstances prevent the student’s 
presence on exam day, the student must communicate with the professor in advance. 
 
Attendance Policy: Attendance will be enforced per the seminary catalog.  In the event 
of an absence it is the student’s responsibility to obtain the material covered and any 
assignments or notes given.  
 
Participation: The professor finds the use of Greek in devotional reading and in ministry 
vitally important for the health of the church. Students are expected to show eagerness to 
learn, and to display intellectual curiosity regarding the meaning of the biblical text.  
 
Necessary Modifications: The professor reserves the right to alter or modify this syllabus 
and the course requirements as he thinks necessary.  
 


