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MA Requirements: Written Assignments 
 
Written Assignment #2 
 
Recommended resources:  The asterisk (*) before a work means it is either available in 
Moody or is available on-line. 
 

Reference Grammars 
 

*Blass, F. W., and A. Debrunner. A Greek Grammar of the New Testament and 
Other Early Christian Literature. 9th -10th ed.  Edited and translated by R. W. 
Funk. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961.  

 
*Moulton, J. H., and W. F. Howard.  A Grammar of New Testament Greek, vol. II. 

Accidence and Word-Formation. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1979.  
 
*Robertson, A. T. A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of 

Historical Research. 4th ed. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1934, 1971.  
 

*Smyth, H. W. Greek Grammar.  Revised by G. M. Messing.  Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1920, 1956. 

 
Comparative/Historical Grammars 
 

*Buck, Carl D.  Comparative Grammar of Greek and Latin.  Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1933. 

 
*Palmer, L. R.  The Greek Language.  Boston: Faber and Faber, 1980.  [Available as 

an “e-book” through Moody Library] 
 
*Sihler, Andrew L.  New Comparative Grammar of Greek and Latin.  New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1995. 
 
*Wright, Joseph. Comparative Grammar of the Greek Language.  London: Oxford 

University Press, 1912.  [Available on-line at “Internet Archive” here: 
http://www.archive.org/details/comparativegramm00wrigrich ] 

 
Resources that will help with finding words related to the derivational morpheme: 
 

*Brooks, James A., and Carlton L. Winbery.  A Morphology of New Testament 
Greek: A Review and Reference Grammar.  Lanham: University Press of 
America, 1994. 
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Buck, Carl D., and Walter Petersen.  A Reverse Index of Greek Nouns and 

Adjectives.  Hildesheim: Georg Olms, 1984.  [Rice Library, call # Library 
Service Center PA287 .B8; I’ll try to get a print-out for you.] 

 
Chantraine, P.  La formation des noms en Grec ancien.  Paris: E. Champion, 1933.  

[Rice Library, call # PA303 .C5 1968; I’ll try to get a print-out for you.] 
 
 
Tasks 
 
This project is designed to help you analyze, understand, and explain one aspect of 
derivational morphology in Greek.  A productive pattern in Greek for forming feminine 
abstract nouns was to attach the formative suffix -τητ to an existing word.  Using the 
resources given above, answer the following questions: 
 

(a) Provide an introduction to the derivational morpheme by doing the following:   
 

(i)  Explain in one sentence what the derivational morpheme is. 
 
(ii)  If you can find them, draw some cross-linguistic comparisons to similar 
derivational morphemes in other languages (like Sanskrit and Latin). 
 
(iii)  Explain the semantic value of the derivational morpheme and, if you can, in 
what fields/arenas (of life or thought) this morpheme was productive. 
 
(iv)  Explain generally from what word-class these kinds of nouns were derived, and 
whether other word-classes were also used. 
 
(v)  Explain the accent pattern of the resulting noun (oxytone, paroxytone, etc.) 

 
(b) Explain the declension pattern (1st, 2nd, or 3rd decl.) and provide one sample 
paradigm of a word derived in this way. 
 
(c)  Explain specifically how the Formation of the derived word is accomplished for the 
varieties of word-classes and stems from which it is derived.  Try to give ample examples 
from each category.  If you happen to notice any phonological rules that seem to affect 
the underlying formation, point them out.  Note:  This section will be the lengthiest part 
of the project and should constitute 1/2 to 2/3 of the entire work.  Relevantly 
subcategorize your discussion in a manner similar to the document “Sample Presentation 
on Word Formation.” 
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Guidelines 
 
1. The functions of this assignment are as follows: 
 

(a) to familiarize you with resources related to Greek derivational morphology; 
 
(b) to give you an opportunity to apply what you’ve learned about morphology (in 
English) to Greek; 
 
(c) to give you an opportunity to present your findings with clarity and skill. 

 
2.  Your first step should be to familiarize yourself with the format of the assignment by 
studying carefully the document “Sample Presentation on Word Formation,” available at Dr. 
Marshall’s website under the General Linguistics opening page.  Although it is not a perfect 
assignment, it should give you a general orientation toward what kinds of material you need 
to be thinking about. 
 
3. Your second step should be to consult the “word formation” sections of each of the 
reference grammars.  Familiarize yourself with what they say about your derivational 
morpheme and its significance.  Pay attention to the categories and the examples they give.  
Do some provide more categories than others?  Note: 
 

(a)  You may only use Greek font to represent Greek. 
 
(b)  If the grammars are using a transliteration for the -τητ morpheme, it will 
normally look like this: -tāt. 
 
(c)  Be careful not to confuse this morpheme (which will look like -της in the Nom. 
masc. sing.) with other morphemes that may look like it! 

 
4.  Next, consult the comparative/historical grammars for their discussion of the 
development of this morpheme, when it was productive, and where we see similar 
morphemes cross-linguistically. 
 
5.  Enlarge your stock of examples for your “Formation” section categories by consulting the 
works in the last section of Resources above.  As well, using Bible software, you can do 
lexical wildcard searches where you substitute the wildcard symbol before the letters της on 
a word search.  The best examples will come from the Greek NT or the Old Greek (LXX), 
but if a formation is unusual, you can provide examples from outside the Greek Bible. 
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6.  Your explanations must be presented in terms of sentences that are short, direct, and 
lucid. Consult section 7 of Requirements for assignments on a strategy for writing technical 
texts. 
 
7.  Your answer must be properly documented throughout with specific references to the 
sources.  Use Turabian or the Chicago Manual for you style (follow SBL Manual of Style for 
anything that falls outside the other two).  
 
8.  List in your bibliography only the sources to which you refer in the answer; do not list 
sources that you have studied but to which there is no specific reference in your answer.  
Format bibliography entries as noted above in Item 7. 
 
9.  Your answer must not exceed 1000 words.  Generally, the work should be 2-5 pages.  
This implies that you have to limit yourself to what is strictly relevant.  Do not go into 
minor points that are interesting in themselves but that are at most peripheral to the main  
points. 
 
10.  Your answer may be returned unmarked to your for revision if it is not clear that you 
have made a conscious effort to follow guidelines 1-9. 
 


