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Jonah 3:3-5 
Leader Handout: Gloss & Discussion Questions 
Dr. Marshall 
 
3:3  So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of YHWH. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly great city (a city big-to-god), a three-day journey. 

ָָ֗ה      3 ָּ֣קָם יֹונ ֵּ֛לֶךְ ֶאל־וַי ָ ֶ֖הוַי   ֶ ִֽינְו ֶ֖ךְ ש ְלֹֹ֥ש ֶת  נ  ִֽאלֹה ִ֔ים מֲַהַל ָ֤ה ע יר־ג ְדֹוָל֙ה ל  ָ֗ה הָיְָת ִֽינְו  ָ֑ה וְנ  ָּ֣ר יְהוָ כ  ְדַב
ִֽים׃  יָמ 

 
a. Parse the following verbs and identify the S(ubject) of the verb. 

 : וַי ָקָם (1)
ֵּ֛לֶךְ  (2)  : וַי  
ָ֤ה (3)  : הָיְָת

 
b. The waw on ָ֗ה ִֽינְו    ?introduces what kind of clause within the narrative storyline וְנ 
 
c. How might the term ֱים לֹה א  be being used in this construction,  ִֽאלֹה ִ֔ים  ?ע יר־ג ְדֹולָה֙ ל 
(Hint: see Williams §81; WO §14.5b, ##15-19.) 
 
d. In the construction  ִֽאלֹה ִ֔ים  PP functioning syntactically ל how is the ,ע יר־ג ְדֹולָה֙ ל 
(i.e., what is it governed by/modifying)? What is the semantic classification of the prep 
 ?ל

 
e. Note on  ַךְ מַהֲל  : this is ms cst of ָךְ מֲַהל  HALOT:  “passageway, stretch of road (only J. 
3:3 is here), journey.”    This is probably a figurative description of N’s size intended to 
evoke awe in the reader over the great size of the city.  Archaeology (and ancient 
historical documents) seem to indicate that N was not of such a size as to require 3 days 
to pass through it.  For a good article on this question, see Halton, Charles, “How Big 
Was Nineveh?” Bulletin for Biblical Research 18.2 (2008): 193-207. 

 
3:4 Jonah began to go into the city, a journey of one day. And he proclaimed (and said), 
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh will be (or ‘is to be’) overthrown!” 

ָ֑ד וַי  קְָרא֙ וַי ֹאמִַ֔ר עֹ֚וד      4 ֶ֖ךְ יָֹּ֣ום ֶאָח ָ֤חֶל יֹונָה֙ לָבָֹּ֣וא ָבע ִ֔יר ַמהֲַל ִֶֽכת׃וַי ָ ֶ֖ה נֶהְפ ָ ִֽינְו  ִֹ֔ום וְנ  ָּ֣ים י  אְַרב ָע 
 

 
a. Parse the following verbs and identify the S(ubject) of the verb. 

ָ֤חֶל (1)   : וַי ָ
  : לָבָֹּ֣וא (2)
ִֽכֶת (3)  : נֶהְפ ָ

 
b. In the PP לָבָֹּ֣וא, what the syntactic role of the prep ל + infc?   
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c. For the form ִֽכֶת  what is the function of the Niph stem?  (2) And what is the (1) ,נֶהְפ ָ
syntactic role, and the semantic classification, of the use of Ptc?   
 
d. Note: It doesn’t seem like the adv’l accusative expression, ָ֑ד ֶ֖ךְ יָֹּ֣ום אֶָח  should be ,מֲַהַל
pressed too literally, since it modifies “began to enter.”  Did it really take Jonah a full 
one-day walk to “begin to enter” the city?  Rather, it seems to be figurative, being used 
to express a short distance. 
 

3:5  And the people of Nineveh believed God. They proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them to the least of them. 

ִֽם׃     5 ֶ֖ם וְַעד־ְקטַנ ָ ָ֑ים וַי  קְְראו ־צֹום֙ וַי  לְב ְש ָּ֣ו  ש ַק  ִ֔ים מ ג ְדֹוָל ִֽאלֹה  ֶ֖ה ב   ִֽינְו  ֹ֥י נ  ֵּ֛ינו  אַנְש   ִֽי ַאֲמ   וַ
 

a. Parse the following verbs and identify the S(ubject) of the verb. 
ֵּ֛ינו   (1) ִֽי ַאֲמ   : וַ
 : וַי  קְְראו   (2)
 : וַי  לְב ְש ָּ֣ו   (3)
 

b. Why is the noun ש ַק used in the plural here?  


